
 
 

  



  



C@SF First STEPS 

BIBLICAL OVERVIEW 
he bible is a collection of 66 books written by over 40 different authors over a period of 
more than 1500  years.  All of these writings were originally in Hebrew, Aramaic, and 
Greek but have since been translated into nearly every spoken language on the planet.  

Additionally, the topics covered in the bible are as varied and interesting as the writers 
themselves.  Most, if not all, of the topics making headlines in our society are covered in the 
bible, making it as applicable today as it was thousands of years ago.   

HOW THE BIBLE IS ORGANIZED 

The bible is divided into two main parts: 
1) The Old Testament 
2) The New Testament 

OLD TESTAMENT 

The Old Testament consists of 39 books and usually begins with the book of Genesis.  The book 
ƻŦ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
universe as well as His creation of Adam and Eve.  Genesis and the four books which follow are 
referred to as the Pentateuch (or Torah), which is the cornerstone of the Jewish faith.  These 5 
books contain writings about Abraham, Joshua, Noah, the flood, Moses, the exodus from Egypt, 
Passover, and many other memorable individuals.   
 
Another major section of the Old Testament is referred to as The Poetic Writings.  This includes 
the book of Psalms, Proverbs, Job (pronounced: JOBE), and the Song of Songs (or Songs of 
Solomon.)  These are poetic and musical books that are inspirational, intimate, and powerful 
descriptions of God, His Power, and His love for us. 
 
The final section of the Old Testament contains the writings of the prophets.  Before the birth 
of Jesus, God used other men (and women) as ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ 
messages were warnings about disobedience or encouragements to obey God.  The writings of 
the prophets also contain numerous predictions about the coming of Jesus. 
 

Between the Old and the New 

There is approximately 400 years that pass between the last writing of the Old Testament and 
ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ άǎƛƭŜƴǘέ ƻǊ άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ 
this time, this absence of writings is critical to the Christian faith.  This time period (also called 
the intertestamental period) where no writings, prophecies, or new teachings occur lend more 
credibility and validity to Jesus and the writings of the New Testament.  During this 
intertestamental period, the Old Testament writings are more formally organized and copied 
numerous times.  Most famous of these copies are the Septuagint and the Dead Sea Scrolls.  
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The Septuagint was basically the Old Testament translated into Greek and the earliest surviving 
copies date back to over 1лл ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΦ  aƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ Dead Sea Scrolls 
were discovered and these scrolls, written in Hebrew and Aramaic, contain entire books of the 
Old Testament including the book of Isaiah.  The presence of these ancient writings and the 
extended period of time between the Old and New Testaments destroy the argument that the 
Old Testament prophecies about Jesus were written some time after his birth. 
    

The New Testament 

¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ and the beginning of the church.  It 
can easily be broken down into two main sections: The Gospels and the Epistles. 

The Gospels 

The word Gospel means Good News and the four books that make up the Gospels are as 
follows: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  The Gospels are four separate books that record 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻǳǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  Many familiar stories are found in 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴΦ   
aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ death, burial, and resurrection as this is the 
foundation of Christianity. 
 
There is also a book that follows the four Gospels which is usually called The Acts of the 
Apostles (or more simply, Acts.)  This book is the record of how the Church began and includes 
a somewhat detaileŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ 
of the known world.   

The Epistles 

The remainder of the New Testament is a collection of letters (or epistles) written from various 
1st century church leaders to different churches, individuals, or groups of Christians.  Each of 
these letters contains specific lessons on real-world topics such as lawsuits, marriage, divorce, 
children, finances, relationships, and a host of other important character and social issues. 

Other Writings 

Much attention over the past few years has been given to books like The DaVinci Code which 
ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ άƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘέ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ōƛōƭŜΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ 
letters written between the first and third centuries that were not included in what we know 
today as the bible.  These books are commonly referred to as The Apocrypha and there are 
some important reasons why they are not included.  Most were not accepted by the early 
Christians and most contain historical errors which prove they are not inspired by God.  The 
books included in the bible as we know it were accepted by the early Christians and have been 
confirmed by archeology and other social (non-biblical) writings of the first, second, and third 
centuries. 
 
The incredible ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ άǇǊƻƻŦǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ 
pages.  These include medical facts not discovered for thousands of years, as well as many 
scientific facts that are consistent with discoveries being made today.   Most amazing though, is 



the detailed information of the prophesied Christ.   There are numerous examples that make it 
clear that Jesus is the one and only person that would fulfill all of the amazing predictions and 
descriptions found in the Old Testament.   In the nŜȄǘ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ΨLǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΩΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ 
these prophecies are examined as well as how we should respond to God and his amazing love 
for us. 
 
Assignment:  Start reading the book of Luke.  Write down any questions you might have. 
 
 
NOTES:     



FOUNDATION QUESTIONS 

All of us have different backgrounds but the bible tells us God has been working in our lives to 

bring us to this point we are at today.    

Read Acts 10 - the story of Cornelius.  God was watching and seeking Cornelius, just like he 

does with us.  As a Gentile, Cornelius was pursuing doing what was right, even though he did 

not know about Jesus.  God sent Peter to tell CoǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ άǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦέ  God will often 

send people to fill in the gaps or correct errors in our religious beliefs when He sees us seeking 

IƛƳΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿ 

to us.  Seeking God is a progression of growth that continues long after our conversion. 

 

¶ What is your background? 
 

¶ Do you consider yourself a Christian? 
­  If so, when and how did it come about? 

 

¶ How do you feel about your relationship with God? 
 

¶ What church experience have you had? 
 

¶ Do you believe that there is one God and that He is the God of the Bible? 
­  Can you explain why you believe it? 

 

¶ Do ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΚ 
 

¶ Do you have any doubts?  What are they? 
 

¶ Lǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻƴΚ  5ƛŘ ƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΚ 
­  Can you explain why you believe it? 

 

¶ What do you wish to learn from your study of the Bible? 
 

¶ Do you have specific concerns, questions or goals as you study? 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTES: 
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IT CLAIMS TO BE INSPIRED BY GOD 

¶ 2 Tim3:16 

¶ 2 Peter 1:20-21 
 
 
 

PREDICTIONS ABOUT JESUS 

¶ Micah 5:2 ς His place of birth, written over 400 years before it happened. 

¶ Isaiah 7: 14 ς He would be born of a virgin. 

¶ Isaiah 9 ς He will come as a child. 

¶ Isaiah 53 ς Virgin birth; despised by men; takes away sins. 

¶ Psalm 22 ς Prediction of the crucifixion. 

¶ Isaiah 40:3 ς John the Baptist. 
 
 
 
 

IF THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED BY GOD, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO US? 

¶ John 12:47-48 ς The word is your judge.  We will be judged someday based on these 

very words. 

¶ 1 Timothy 4:15-16 ς It is a matter of life and death for yourself and the ones you love. 

¶ 2 Timothy 4:2-4 ς ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜrs. 
 

 

 

 

IT IS TEMPTING TO BASE OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD ON THINGS OTHER THAN GODΩS WORD.  

THESE INCLUDE: 

¶ Feelings: 1 Corinthians 4:4, Jeremiah 17:9, Proverbs 14:12 

¶ Traditions: Mark 7:1-9 

¶ Convenience: Acts24:24-25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 

and attitudes of the heart.  

(Hebrews 4:12) 

HOW IS THE BIBLE PERTINENT TO ME TODAY? 
¶ Hebrews 4:12- 13 ς Teaches that the Word is active and still applies today. 

¶ It is intended to challenge our hearts if we are willing to apply it.   

¶ There are many responses we can have to the challenges. Anger, sadness, 
repentance, etc. (Luke 4:24 -29) 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment:  Begin reading the scriptures for the next study.  Write down any questions that 

come to mind. 

Notes:  
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GOD DESIRES A RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU 

¶ John 3:16 ς God is the initiator.  God is sacrificial.  God gives His best. 

¶ Romans 5:6-8 ς God did not wait for us to show interest, or to be worthy.  Even when 

ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΣ IŜ ŀŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ  Why? 

¶ 1 Timothy 2:3-5 ς God wants everyone to be saved. 

¶ Acts 17:24-27 ς God is pursuing you, creating opportunities to begin and develop a 

relationship with you.  This study is not an accident, but a result of God working in your 

life.  He wants you to seek Him and walk with Him in a close relationship. (Look at 

Enoch in Genesis 5:22 - 24, Hebrews 11:5) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SEEK GOD? 

¶ Matthew 6:25-34 ς Seek the kingdom first.  It is not just important but the most 

important decision. 

¶ Matthew 6:13-14 ς Why is the gate narrow? 

¶ 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 ς Satan opposes us and tries to lead us down alternative passages 

(The parable of the soils demonstrates this.) 
 

 

 

HOW SHOULD WE SEEK HIM? 

¶ Jeremiah 29:11-13 ς With all your heart. 

¶ Examples:  Acts 17:10-11,  Zephaniah 2:3, 1 Chronicles 28:9, 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 

Assignment: Are you reading like the Bereans (Acts 17:11?)  Study the Parable of the soils (Luke 
8:4-15.)  What kind of soil have you been?   
 
Continue reading Luke and the scriptures for the next study. 
 



But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well.  

(Matthew 6:33) 

NOTES: 
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JESUS INTENSELY DESIRES A RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU. 

¶ Colossians 1:13 ς He came to rescue us. 

¶ Hebrews 12:2ς3 ς He actually authored the plan at His expense. 

¶ Romans 5:6-8 ς His Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Iƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

¶ 2 Corinthians 5:21 ς Not only was he crucified, He became sin for us. 
 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE BIG DEAL ABOUT SIN? 

¶ Genesis 6:5-6 ς Sin fillǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀƛƴΦ 

¶ Isaiah 59:2 ς Sin separates us from God. 

¶ Ephesians 2:1-4 ς In our sin, we choose to follow the ruler of this world (Satan.)  We 

actually fight against God.  Read: Romans 5:6-8 & Colossians 1:21 

¶ Romans 6:23 and James 1:13-15 ς Sin leads to death. 

¶ Romans 3:23 ς All of us are guilty of sin. 

¶ Isaiah 59:2 ς Sin separates us from God. 
 

 

SIN INCLUDES ACTION AND ATTITUDE. 

¶ 2 Timothy 3: 1-5 

¶ Galatians 5:19-21 

¶ James 4:17 

¶ Romans 1:18-32 & 8:1-2 

 

 

JESUS CAME TO FREE US FROM SIN 

¶ 1 Peter 2:21-24 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment:  After reviewing these scriptures, take some time and examine your life.  In your 

study journal, write down which sins are the most challenging for you?  Write down all the ways 

that those sins have affected your life, your family, and your friendships. 



You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 

Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might 

possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.  

(Romans 5:6-8) 

 

NOTES: 

  



WALKING LIKE JESUS - Discipleship  

OUR RESPONSE TO HIS SACRIFICE 

¶ 1 Peter 2:21-24 ς What does this verse say my response should be? 

¶ John 10:10 ς Jesus came to bring us life. 

¶ Luke 9:23 ς New life is available if we follow Him. 
 

 

 

 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO FOLLOW JESUS? 

¶ Luke 14:23-33 ς To follow Him is to be His disciple. 
 

 

 

WHAT IS A DISCIPLE? 

¶ Acts 11:26 ς ! ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΦ  όά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ о ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Bible, the 
other two are Acts 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:16) 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A DISCIPLE? 

¶ John 8:30-32 ς We can only be set free if we obey his teachings.  Belief and/or 
knowledge are not enough.  We cannot say that we love Christ if we are unwilling to 
follow his teachings: (John 14: 21-24.) 

¶ John 13:33-34 ς We must have a love that is different from the world in order to call 
ourselves disciples.  This love is best defined by the sacrifice of Christ in 1 John 3:16.  It is 
visibly different. 

¶ John 15:1-8 ς In order to call ourselves disciples, we must bear fruit.  This is obvious that 
He is talking about people, and this is made very clear in the next verse as well.   We 
must also live in/for Him; otherwise we will be cut off. 

¶ Matthew 28:18-20 ς A disciple has an obligation to learn and to teach.  

¶ 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 & 2 Corinthians 5:10 ς Our motive should be love as 
demonstrated by Jesus. 

¶ Ephesians 5:1-2 ς As disciples, we are called to be imitators of God and to live a life that 
is a life of love. 

¶ Luke 13 ς A disciple must repent. 

 



And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  

(Luke 14:27) 

Assignment:  {ǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΦ  ¢Ǌȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

sacrifice. 

¶ Matthew 27:11-26 ς Pilate ignored the cross.  He was unwilling to take personal 
responsibility. 

¶ Matthew 27:54 ς The soldiers acknowledged who He was but did it affect their lives? 

¶ Matthew 28:11-15 ς Soldiers at the tomb: Willing to deny it Χ for a price. 

¶ John 12:42 ς Jewish religious believed but were afraid of what others would think. 
 

 

NOTES:  



WALKING LIKE JESUS - Repentance 

WHAT RESPONSE DOES JESUS DESIRE FROM US?  

¶ 1 Peter 2:21-24 ς Die to sins and live for him. 

¶ Luke 13 ς The first point here is repentance. 

¶ Ephesians 5:3-7 ς No hint of sin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW DO WE BEGIN TO DIE TO SIN?   REPENT! 

¶ Matthew 3:1-2, Matthew 4:17 ς .ƻǘƘ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΣ άwŜǇŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
the ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊΦέ 
 
 

 
 
 

WHAT IS REPENTANCE? 

¶ 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 ς The difference between godly sorrow and worldly sorrow. 

¶ Romans 12:2 ς /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΦ  bƻǘ ŀ άƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE OF REPENTANCE: 

¶ Acts 19:17-20 ς ά.ǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ scrollsέ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ς the value of the scrolls 
was around 133 years of wages.   Share personal examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESULT OF GODLY SORROW AND GENUINE REPENTANCE: 

¶ Acts 3:18-26 ς Times of refreshing! 
 
 
 
 
 



Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord,  

(Acts 3:19) 

HOW HAVE YOU RESPONDED TO THE CROSS?   

¶ Titus 2:11-14 ς Purify for Himself a people who are eager to do what is good.  We have a 
chance to begin a new life through the cross.  This begins with repentance. 

 
 

Assignment:  Think about which sins have been most difficult for you to overcome.  How should 

you respond with Godly repentance? 

NOTES: 

 

  



GOING TO JESUS ɀ Salvation 

OVERVIEW 
¶ 1 Peter 2:24 ς Dying to sin begins with repentance.  What do I need to do to have my sin 

forgiven? 

¶ Hebrews 9:22 ς There is no forgiveness without the shedding of blood. 

¶ 1 Peter 1:18-19 ς Our redemption from the empty way of life was at the cost of the 
precious blood of Christ and His sacrifice on the cross.  There is new life only through 
the blood of Jesus. 

 
 
 
 

 

HOW DO WE GET TO THE CROSS?  

¶ Romans 6:1-10 ς We are united with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection through 
baptism.  Submission to Christ in baptism is when and where we die to sin.  Baptism in 
the name of Jesus is essential.    
 

¶ Acts 2:36-41 ς We receive forgiveness of sins when we repent and are baptized.  Sin is 
what separates us from God, so this is necessary for salvation.  We receive the Holy 
Spirit when we repent and are baptized.  Romans 8:9 tells us that we cannot be saved if 
the Holy Spirit does not live within us, so this is also necessary for salvation.  Note:  It is 
ƴƻǘ άōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΥ  ά{ŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 
 

¶ Colossians 2:12 ς It is essential that we have the faith that this is happening to us as we 
are baptized.  It is not us working in baptism.  It is God who does the work as we have 
faith in His power.  (It is by faith that we are saved - Ephesians 2:8-10, although faith 
alone does not save us - James 2:24.) 

 

 
 
 

THE EXAMPLE OF SAULΩS (PAULΩS) CONVERSION 

¶ 1 Timothy 1:15-16 ς tŀǳƭ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƻƴ 

IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  Read about tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ !Ŏǘǎ ф ŀƴŘ !Ŏǘǎ ннΦ   

 
Prior to Paul having his sins washed away in Acts 22:16, Paul does the following and is still in his 
sins: 

1. Acts 22:2-5: He is zealous for God, and does what he believes is right before God. 



2. Acts 22:8 & 10Υ IŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ WŜǎǳǎ ά[ƻǊŘΦέ 
3. Acts 22:10-11: He obeys God. 
4. Acts 9:9: He fasts without food and water for three days ς this is a sign of 

repentance in the Jewish religion. 
5. Acts 9:11: He prays. 
6. Acts 9:3, 12, 18 & Acts 22:6, 13: He has several miracles worked in his life. 
7. Acts 22:16: Even after all that, he still has to be baptized in order to have his sins 

washed away. 
 

¶ 1 Peter 3:18-22 ς We are saved through baptism.   It does not say that baptism is a 
ǎȅƳōƻƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ bƻŀƘΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ όŀǎ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ.)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

IT IS CRITICAL WHAT WE TEACH ABOUT THE GOSPEL AND THE WAY WE ARE SAVED. 

¶ Galatians 1:6-9 

¶ 2 Thessalonians 1: 8-9 
 

here are many false doctrines in the world today.  Sometimes, very committed, loving, and 

well-meaning people believe many different things.   The Bible, however, is the foundation 

ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅΦ  bƻǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ άǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ 

WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘέΦ   bƻǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ άŀƴ 

ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǿŀǊŘ ōŜƭƛŜŦέΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀry, every conversion in the bible that is 

described in detail includes people being baptized immediately. 

 

Many verses mention only one requirement for salvation, depending on the audience.  These 

requirements include belief, repentance, baptism, and confessing Jesus as Lord, or calling on His 

name.  Obviously, the biggest hurdle for first century disciples was to believe that Jesus was the 

Son of God, and the Messiah, since that was a new teaching at that time.  It is clear that we 

must believe, repent, confess and be baptized. 
 

Assignment:  Have you been baptized?  If you have, were your motives and beliefs the same as 
what is taught in the bible? 
 
 
 
 
 

T 



NOTES: 
  

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, 

and have it to the full.  

(John 10:10) 



HOW IMPORTANT IS THE CHURCH? 

WHERE DOES THE CHURCH FIT IN? 

¶ Acts 20:28 ς Jesus died for the church. 

¶ Matthew 16: 13-20 ς Jesus tells Peter that his words will be the foundation/keys for the 

church. 

¶ Ephesians 5: 22-33 ς Jesus is the head of the church & the church is the bride of Christ.  

Jesus is actively working through and in the church.  He cares for and provides for the 

church. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN HIS CHURCH 

¶ Colossians 1:13-18 ς The body is the church and we all must submit to the head (Jesus.) 

¶ Colossians 1:28, 29 ς We strive to present each other perfect/mature. 

¶ Ephesians 4: 11-16 ς The church must build each other up.  The church must speak the 

truth in love.  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΦ  We must help each 

other to become like Christ. 

¶ 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 ς Every member is vital.  It is not about individuals.  We must all 

give.   We must all have an attitude of submission to the head. 

¶ Romans 12:5 ς We belong to each other. 

¶ Ephesians 4:1-4 ς Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǾǎΦ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ.  There 

is only one church.  It is defined by these qualities. 

 

 

As predicted, Peter preaches the first recorded Christian sermon when the church begins in 

Acts 2. He concludes that the promise of salvation through repentance and baptism are how we 

enter the kingdom (the keys) in verse 38 -41. 

 

 

Assignment:  The scriptures teach that God has blessed each person with talents and that each 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  Lƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

serve?  Also, how can you strengthen your brothers and sisters? 

 



But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he 

wanted them to be.  

(1 Corinthians 12:18) 

NOTES: 

  



POWER TO CHANGE ɀ  
The Holy Spirit 

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
¶ John 14:15-17 ς Just before Jesus left the earth He comforted His disciples by telling 

that about the coming Holy Spirit.  The Spirit was with them but soon would be able to 
live inside them.  Jesus told his followers that the Spirit would live in them and help 
them to live the Christian life.  This evidently is different than the Spirit being upon them 
and allowing them to heal illnesses and drive out demons (Matthew 10:8.) 

¶ Acts 2:38 ς The Spirit comes to live inside us when we are baptized. 
 
 
 
 

INDWELLING VS. COMING UPON OF THE SPIRIT 

¶ John 7:39 ς The indwelling of the Holy Spirit was not available until after Christ was 
glorified (went to heaven.)  Prior to this, the Holy Spirit would come upon people 
frequently with power to do miracles, signs, and wonders in order to confirm that God 
was speaking through them.  The difference being that once our sins are forgiven, the 
Holy Spirit now lives inside of us instead of coming upon us (or on) us.   

¶ Hebrews 2:4 ς tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ 
throughƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ   Lƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
times and lived with them (even on evil men 1 Samuel 19).   He allowed them to prophesy and 
to do miracles to show people God was with them and that others should listen to them.  In the 
New Testament, this continued to occur on some people even though they had the Spirit living 
ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ƘŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΦ   
However, the other believers were not able to do so unless the apostles laid their hands on 
them or God pours His Spirit on them.  (This occurs in two cases of baptism of the Holy Spirit in 
Acts 2 and 10.) 

 
 
 
 

THE SPIRIT WORKS IN MANY WAYS 
John 14:25, 26 and John 16:7-11 

¶ He works in our hearts to convict us of sin.   

¶ He works in our hearts to encourage us to live righteous lives. 

¶ He works in our hearts to help us to be urgent about the judgment. 

¶ He strives to remind us of the scriptures and the teaching of Christ. 
2 Timothy 1:7,14 

¶ He gives us courage, love and self-control. 



But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  

(John 16:13) 

¶ Guards what has been taught to us. 
Romans 8:1- 27 

¶ He helps us to overcome sin.  To truly change! 

¶ He helps us to pray and communicate with the Father in heaven. 

¶ LŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ must receive 
the Spirit through baptism (vs. 9.) 

Galatians 5:16 vv. 

¶ He produces fruit in our lives as long as we submit to Him. 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR CHOICE 

1 Thessalonians 5:19 & Ephesians 4:30 

¶ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ Ŧŀƴ Iƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ flame. 
Ephesians 3:16-21 
¶ What a gift!  Will you allow Him to work in your heart? 

Ephesians 5:15-18 
¶ It is clear that we have the control to submit to Him and allow Him to fill & lead us. 

 
 
 

NOTES: 
  



WILL YOU FOLLOW? ɀ Counting The 
Costs 

OVERVIEW 

¶ 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

Jesus died so that we would no longer live for ourselves.  He wants us to live for 
Him and with him.  He gave himself so that love would be our motive. 

¶ Luke 14:23-33 

He wants you to count the cost. 
 

 

 

WHAT ARE THE COSTS? 

Here are some common areas that the bible addresses: 
1. Family/Friends ς 1 Corinthians 15:33 
2. Dating/sexuality ς  Ephesians 5:3,  1 Corinthians 6:9-20,  2 Corinthians 6:14 
3. Work/career/school ς John 12:48 
4. Time ς Ephesians 5:15-16 &  Matthew 6:33 
5. Commitment to church ς 1 Corinthians 12:12,   Romans 12:5,  Hebrews 10:24-25 
6. Finances ς 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
7. Evangelism ς John 15:8, Matthew 28:18-20 
8. Persecution ς 2 Timothy 3:12 
9. Others? 
 

¶ 1 Thessalonians 1:10 ς Jesus died to spare us from the coming wrath.  Urgency is the 
key.  Not just for you, but all those you love. 

¶ Luke 16: 19-31 ς ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦ  Now is the day 

¶ Matthew 19:27-30 & 16:26 ς Is it worth it? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment:  ²ǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎ ϧ Ŏƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΦ  !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 

love? 

 

 



When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God 

made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,  

(Colossians 2:13) 

NOTES: 
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