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everything | have commanded you."
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW

he bible is a collection of 66 books written by over 40 different authors over a period of
Tmore than 1500 years. All of these writings were originally in Hebrew, Aramaic, and
Greek but have since been translated into nearly every spoken language on the planet.
Additionally, the topics covered in the bible are as varied and interesting as the writers
themselves. Most, if not all, of the topics making headlines in our society are covered in the
bible, making it as applicable today as it was thousands of years ago.

HOW THE BIBLE IS ORGANIZED

The bible is divided into two main parts:
1) The Old Testament
2) The New Testament

OLD TESTAMENT

The Old Testament consists of 39 books and usually begins with the book of Genesis. The book
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universe as well as His creation of Adam and Eve. Genesis and the four books which follow are

referred to as the Pentateuch (or Torah), which is the cornerstone of the Jewish faith. These 5

books contain writings about Abraham, Joshua, Noah, the flood, Moses, the exodus from Egypt,

Passover, and many other memorable individuals.

Another major section of the Old Testament is referred to as The Poetic Writings. This includes
the book of Psalms, Proverbs, Job (pronounced: JOBE), and the Song of Songs (or Songs of
Solomon.) These are poetic and musical books that are inspirational, intimate, and powerful
descriptions of God, His Power, and His love for us.

The final section of the Old Testament contains the writings of the prophets. Before the birth

of Jesus, God used other men (and women)asYS&a Sy 3ISNB (G2 |1 Aa LIS2LI So
messages were warnings about disobedience or encouragements to obey God. The writings of

the prophets also contain numerous predictions about the coming of Jesus.

Between the Old and the New

There is approximately 400 years that pass between the last writing of the Old Testament and
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this time, this absence of writings is critical to the Christian faith. This time period (also called

the intertestamental period) where no writings, prophecies, or new teachings occur lend more

credibility and validity to Jesus and the writings of the New Testament. During this

intertestamental period, the Old Testament writings are more formally organized and copied

numerous times. Most famous of these copies are the Septuagint and the Dead Sea Scrolls.



The Septuagint was basically the Old Testament translated into Greek and the earliest surviving

copies date backtooverinn @ SF NB 0 SF2NB WS & doedd SedSkroldi K @ a2 NX
were discovered and these scrolls, written in Hebrew and Aramaic, contain entire books of the

Old Testament including the book of Isaiah. The presence of these ancient writings and the

extended period of time between the Old and New Testaments destroy the argument that the

Old Testament prophecies about Jesus were written some time after his birth.

The New Testament
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can easily be broken down into two main sections: The Gospels and the Epistles.

The Gospels

The word Gospel means Good News and the four books that make up the Gospels are as

follows: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The Gospels are four separate books that record
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foundation of Christianity.

There is also a book that follows the four Gospels which is usually called The Acts of the

Apostles (or more simply, Acts.) This book is the record of how the Church began and includes
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of the known world.

The Epistles

The remainder of the New Testament is a collection of letters (or epistles) written from various
1* century church leaders to different churches, individuals, or groups of Christians. Each of
these letters contains specific lessons on real-world topics such as lawsuits, marriage, divorce,
children, finances, relationships, and a host of other important character and social issues.

Other Writings

Much attention over the past few years has been given to books like The DaVinci Code which
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letters written between the first and third centuries that were not included in what we know

today as the bible. These books are commonly referred to as The Apocrypha and there are

some important reasons why they are not included. Most were not accepted by the early

Christians and most contain historical errors which prove they are not inspired by God. The

books included in the bible as we know it were accepted by the early Christians and have been

confirmed by archeology and other social (non-biblical) writings of the first, second, and third

centuries.
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pages. These include medical facts not discovered for thousands of years, as well as many
scientific facts that are consistent with discoveries being made today. Most amazing though, is



the detailed information of the prophesied Christ. There are numerous examples that make it
clear that Jesus is the one and only person that would fulfill all of the amazing predictions and

descriptions found in the Old Testament. InthenSE (G &G dzRé T WwL& (KS

these prophecies are examined as well as how we should respond to God and his amazing love
for us.

Assignment: Start reading the book of Luke. Write down any questions you might have.

NOTES:



FOUNDATION QUESTIONS

All of us have different backgrounds but the bible tells us God has been working in our lives to
bring us to this point we are at today.

Read Acts 10 - the story of Cornelius. God was watching and seeking Cornelius, just like he

does with us. As a Gentile, Cornelius was pursuing doing what was right, even though he did

not know about Jesus. God sent PetertotellCoNJ/ St A dzd a0 KS udmlliofte2 T G KS 3
send people to fill in the gaps or correct errors in our religious beliefs when He sees us seeking
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to us. Seeking God is a progression of growth that continues long after our conversion.

' What is your background?

1 Do you consider yourself a Christian?
- If so, when and how did it come about?

9 How do you feel about your relationship with God?
9 What church experience have you had?

9 Do you believe that there is one God and that He is the God of the Bible?
- Can you explain why you believe it?
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9 Do you have any doubts? What are they?
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- Can you explain why you believe it?

' What do you wish to learn from your study of the Bible?

' Do you have specific concerns, questions or goals as you study?



NOTES:
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IT CLAIMS TO BE INSPIRED BY GOD

T 2Tim3:16
T 2 Peter 1:20-21

PREDICTIONS ABOUT JESUS

Micah 5:2 ¢ His place of birth, written over 400 years before it happened.
Isaiah 7: 14 ¢ He would be born of a virgin.

Isaiah 9 ¢ He will come as a child.

Isaiah 53 ¢ Virgin birth; despised by men; takes away sins.

Psalm 22 ¢ Prediction of the crucifixion.

Isaiah 40:3 ¢ John the Baptist.
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IF THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED BY GOD, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO US?

1 John 12:47-48 C The word is your judge. We will be judged someday based on these

very words.
1 1 Timothy 4:15-16 C It is a matter of life and death for yourself and the ones you love.
 2Timothy4:2-4c, 2dz Ol yy2i4 NBfée 2yteé& 29 oKI i &2dzQgdS

IT IS TEMPTING TO BASE OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD ON THINGS OTHER THAN GOD{Q WORD.
THESE INCLUDE:

9 Feelings: 1 Corinthians 4:4, Jeremiah 17:9, Proverbs 14:12
Y Traditions: Mark 7:1-9
I Convenience: Acts24:24-25




HOW IS THE BIBLE PERTINENT TO ME TODAY?
9 Hebrews 4:12- 13 ¢ Teaches that the Word is active and still applies today.

9 Itisintended to challenge our hearts if we are willing to apply it.
9 There are many responses we can have to the challenges. Anger, sadness,
repentance, etc. (Luke 4:24 -29)

Assignment: Begin reading the scriptures for the next study. Write down any questions that
come to mind.

Notes:

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.

(Hebrews 4:12)
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GOD DESIRES A RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU
9 John 3:16 ¢ God is the initiator. God is sacrificial. God gives His best.
 Romans 5:6-8 ¢ God did not wait for us to show interest, or to be worthy. Even when
S RARY QU OIFNBX IWg?l OGSR 2y 2dzNJ 6 SKIf Fo
1 1 Timothy 2:3-5 ¢ God wants everyone to be saved.

T Acts 17:24-27 C God is pursuing you, creating opportunities to begin and develop a
relationship with you. This study is not an accident, but a result of God working in your
life. He wants you to seek Him and walk with Him in a close relationship. (Look at
Enoch in Genesis 5:22 - 24, Hebrews 11:5)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SEEK GOD?
9 Matthew 6:25-34 ¢ Seek the kingdom first. It is not just important but the most
important decision.
9 Matthew 6:13-14 ¢ Why is the gate narrow?
9 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 ¢ Satan opposes us and tries to lead us down alternative passages

(The parable of the soils demonstrates this.)

HOW SHOULD WE SEEK HIM?
9 Jeremiah 29:11-13 ¢ With all your heart.
9 Examples: Acts 17:10-11, Zephaniah 2:3, 1 Chronicles 28:9, 2 Chronicles 7:14

Assignment: Are you reading like the Bereans (Acts 17:117?) Study the Parable of the soils (Luke
8:4-15.) What kind of soil have you been?

Continue reading Luke and the scriptures for the next study.



NOTES:

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.
(Matthew 6:33)
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JESUS INTENSELY DESIRES A RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU.

 Colossians 1:13 ¢ He came to rescue us.
Hebrews 12:2¢3 ¢ He actually authored the plan at His expense.

T
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2 Corinthians 5:21 ¢ Not only was he crucified, He became sin for us.

WHAT IS THE BIG DEAL ABOUT SIN?
 Genesis6:5-6¢CSinfilla D2RQa KSINI SAGK LI AYyD
i Isaiah 59:2 ¢ Sin separates us from God.

9 Ephesians 2:1-4 ¢ In our sin, we choose to follow the ruler of this world (Satan.) We
actually fight against God. Read: Romans 5:6-8 & Colossians 1:21

 Romans 6:23 and James 1:13-15 ¢ Sin leads to death.

Romans 3:23 ¢ All of us are guilty of sin.

=

i Isaiah 59:2 ¢ Sin separates us from God.

SIN INCLUDES ACTION AND ATTITUDE.
 2Timothy 3:1-5
1 Galatians 5:19-21
I James 4:17
Y Romans 1:18-32 & 8:1-2

JESUS CAME TO FREE US FROM SIN
9 1Peter2:21-24

Assignment: After reviewing these scriptures, take some time and examine your life. In your

study journal, write down which sins are the most challenging for you? Write down all the ways

that those sins have affected your life, your family, and your friendships.
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NOTES:

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.

(Romans 5:6-8)



WALKING LIKE JESUS - Discipleship

OUR RESPONSE TO HIS SACRIFICE

9 1 Peter 2:21-24 ¢ What does this verse say my response should be?
1 John 10:10 ¢ Jesus came to bring us life.
' Luke 9:23 ¢ New life is available if we follow Him.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO FOLLOW JESUS?
' Luke 14:23-33 ¢ To follow Him is to be His disciple.

WHAT IS A DISCIPLE?

 Acts11:26¢! RAAOALIX S A& | [/ KNR&AUGAL Y @ Bibledthe/ KNR & (0 A

other two are Acts 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:16)

WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A DISCIPLE?

9 John 8:30-32 ¢ We can only be set free if we obey his teachings. Belief and/or
knowledge are not enough. We cannot say that we love Christ if we are unwilling to
follow his teachings: (John 14: 21-24.)

9 John 13:33-34 ¢ We must have a love that is different from the world in order to call
ourselves disciples. This love is best defined by the sacrifice of Christin 1 John 3:16. Itis
visibly different.

9 John 15:1-8 ¢ In order to call ourselves disciples, we must bear fruit. This is obvious that

He is talking about people, and this is made very clear in the next verse as well. We

must also live in/for Him; otherwise we will be cut off.

Matthew 28:18-20 ¢ A disciple has an obligation to learn and to teach.

2 Corinthians 5:14-21 & 2 Corinthians 5:10 ¢ Our motive should be love as

demonstrated by Jesus.

9 Ephesians 5:1-2 ¢ As disciples, we are called to be imitators of God and to live a life that
is a life of love.

9 Luke 13 ¢ A disciple must repent.
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sacrifice.
1 Matthew 27:11-26 ¢ Pilate ignored the cross. He was unwilling to take personal
responsibility.
1 Matthew 27:54 ¢ The soldiers acknowledged who He was but did it affect their lives?
1 Matthew 28:11-15 ¢ Soldiers at the tomb: Willing to deny it X for a price.
9 John 12:42 ¢ Jewish religious believed but were afraid of what others would think.

NOTES:

And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
(Luke 14:27)



WALKING LIKE JESUS - Repentance

WHAT RESPONSE DOES JESUS DESIRE FROM US?

9 1 Peter 2:21-24 ¢ Die to sins and live for him.
1 Luke 13 ¢ The first point here is repentance.
9 Ephesians 5:3-7 ¢ No hint of sin.

HOW DO WE BEGIN TO DIE TO SIN? REPENT!
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WHAT IS REPENTANCE?

9 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 ¢ The difference between godly sorrow and worldly sorrow.
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EXAMPLE OF REPENTANCE:
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was around 133 years of wages. Share personal examples.

RESULT OF GODLY SORROW AND GENUINE REPENTANCE:
9 Acts 3:18-26 ¢ Times of refreshing!




HOW HAVE YOU RESPONDED TO THE CROSS?

1 Titus 2:11-14 ¢ Purify for Himself a people who are eager to do what is good. We have a
chance to begin a new life through the cross. This begins with repentance.

Assignment: Think about which sins have been most difficult for you to overcome. How should
you respond with Godly repentance?

NOTES:

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord,
(Acts 3:19)



GOING TO JESUS z Salvation

OVERVIEW
9 1 Peter 2:24 ¢ Dying to sin begins with repentance. What do | need to do to have my sin
forgiven?
1 Hebrews 9:22 ¢ There is no forgiveness without the shedding of blood.
T 1 Peter 1:18-19 ¢ Our redemption from the empty way of life was at the cost of the
precious blood of Christ and His sacrifice on the cross. There is new life only through
the blood of Jesus.

HOW DO WE GET TO THE CROSS?
' Romans 6:1-10 ¢ We are united with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection through
baptism. Submission to Christ in baptism is when and where we die to sin. Baptism in
the name of Jesus is essential.

9 Acts 2:36-41 ¢ We receive forgiveness of sins when we repent and are baptized. Sin is
what separates us from God, so this is necessary for salvation. We receive the Holy
Spirit when we repent and are baptized. Romans 8:9 tells us that we cannot be saved if
the Holy Spirit does not live within us, so this is also necessary for salvation. Note: It is
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9 Colossians 2:12 ¢ It is essential that we have the faith that this is happening to us as we
are baptized. It is not us working in baptism. It is God who does the work as we have
faith in His power. (It is by faith that we are saved - Ephesians 2:8-10, although faith
alone does not save us - James 2:24.)

THE EXAMPLE OF SAULQ (PAUL@) CONVERSION
f 1Timothy1:15-16¢t | dzf &Gtk GSa GKIFG KS Aa +y SEFYLXS
| AY YR NBOS R&aGaboStd $ NIf 102 ORYIENBAZ2Y Ay | Ofa

w

Prior to Paul having his sins washed away in Acts 22:16, Paul does the following and is still in his
sins:
1. Acts 22:2-5: He is zealous for God, and does what he believes is right before God.
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Acts 22:10-11: He obeys God.

4. Acts 9:9: He fasts without food and water for three days C this is a sign of
repentance in the Jewish religion.

5. Acts 9:11: He prays.

Acts 9:3, 12, 18 & Acts 22:6, 13: He has several miracles worked in his life.

7. Acts 22:16: Even after all that, he still has to be baptized in order to have his sins
washed away.

w
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9 1 Peter 3:18-22 ¢ We are saved through baptism. It does not say that baptismis a
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IT IS CRITICAL WHAT WE TEACH ABOUT THE GOSPEL AND THE WAY WE ARE SAVED.

1 Galatians 1:6-9
2 Thessalonians 1: 8-9

There are many false doctrines in the world today. Sometimes, very committed, loving, and

well-meaning people believe many different things. The Bible, however, is the foundation
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described in detail includes people being baptized immediately.

Many verses mention only one requirement for salvation, depending on the audience. These
requirements include belief, repentance, baptism, and confessing Jesus as Lord, or calling on His
name. Obviously, the biggest hurdle for first century disciples was to believe that Jesus was the
Son of God, and the Messiah, since that was a new teaching at that time. It is clear that we
must believe, repent, confess and be baptized.

Assignment: Have you been baptized? If you have, were your motives and beliefs the same as
what is taught in the bible?



NOTES:

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.
(John 10:10)



HOW IMPORTANT IS THE CHURCH?

WHERE DOES THE CHURCH FIT IN?
9 Acts 20:28 ¢ Jesus died for the church.
1 Matthew 16: 13-20 ¢ Jesus tells Peter that his words will be the foundation/keys for the
church.
9 Ephesians 5: 22-33 C Jesus is the head of the church & the church is the bride of Christ.
Jesus is actively working through and in the church. He cares for and provides for the

church.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN HIS CHURCH
9 Colossians 1:13-18 ¢ The body is the church and we all must submit to the head (Jesus.)

9 Colossians 1:28, 29 ¢ We strive to present each other perfect/mature.

9 Ephesians 4: 11-16 ¢ The church must build each other up. The church must speak the
truthinlove. ¢ KS OKdzNOK Aada D2RQA& ¢ WemuftBepladzd (2 3INZ
other to become like Christ.

9 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 ¢ Every member is vital. It is not about individuals. We must all
give. We must all have an attitude of submission to the head.

f Romans 12:5 ¢ We belong to each other.
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is only one church. It is defined by these qualities.

As predicted, Peter preaches the first recorded Christian sermon when the church begins in
Acts 2. He concludes that the promise of salvation through repentance and baptism are how we
enter the kingdom (the keys) in verse 38 -41.

Assignment: The scriptures teach that God has blessed each person with talents and that each
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serve? Also, how can you strengthen your brothers and sisters?



NOTES:

But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be.
(1 Corinthians 12:18)



POWER TO CHANGE 7z
The Holy Spirit

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
9 John 14:15-17 ¢ Just before Jesus left the earth He comforted His disciples by telling
that about the coming Holy Spirit. The Spirit was with them but soon would be able to
live inside them. Jesus told his followers that the Spirit would live in them and help
them to live the Christian life. This evidently is different than the Spirit being upon them
and allowing them to heal illnesses and drive out demons (Matthew 10:8.)
9 Acts 2:38 ¢ The Spirit comes to live inside us when we are baptized.

INDWELLING VS. COMING UPON OF THE SPIRIT
9 John 7:39 ¢ The indwelling of the Holy Spirit was not available until after Christ was
glorified (went to heaven.) Prior to this, the Holy Spirit would come upon people
frequently with power to do miracles, signs, and wonders in order to confirm that God
was speaking through them. The difference being that once our sins are forgiven, the
Holy Spirit now lives inside of us instead of coming upon us (or on) us.
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times and lived with them (even on evil men 1 Samuel 19). He allowed them to prophesy and

to do miracles to show people God was with them and that others should listen to them. In the

New Testament, this continued to occur on some people even though they had the Spirit living
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However, the other believers were not able to do so unless the apostles laid their hands on

them or God pours His Spirit on them. (This occurs in two cases of baptism of the Holy Spirit in

Acts 2 and 10.)

THE SPIRIT WORKS IN MANY WAYS
John 14:25, 26 and John 16:7-11
9 He works in our hearts to convict us of sin.
9 He works in our hearts to encourage us to live righteous lives.
1 He works in our hearts to help us to be urgent about the judgment.
I He strives to remind us of the scriptures and the teaching of Christ.
2 Timothy 1:7,14
9 He gives us courage, love and self-control.




1 Guards what has been taught to us.
Romans 8:1- 27
9 He helps us to overcome sin. To truly change!
9 He helps us to pray and communicate with the Father in heaven.
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the Spirit through baptism (vs. 9.)
Galatians 5:16 vv.
1 He produces fruit in our lives as long as we submit to Him.

OUR CHOICE

1 Thessalonians 5:19 & Ephesians 4:30
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Ephesians 3:16-21

1 What a gift! Will you allow Him to work in your heart?
Ephesians 5:15-18

9 Itis clear that we have the control to submit to Him and allow Him to fill & lead us.

NOTES:

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.
(John 16:13)



WILL YOU FOLLOW? z Counting The
Costs

OVERVIEW

9 2 Corinthians 5:14-21

Jesus died so that we would no longer live for ourselves. He wants us to live for
Him and with him. He gave himself so that love would be our motive.
Y Luke 14:23-33

He wants you to count the cost.

WHAT ARE THE COSTS?

Here are some common areas that the bible addresses:

Family/Friends ¢ 1 Corinthians 15:33

Dating/sexuality ¢ Ephesians 5:3, 1 Corinthians 6:9-20, 2 Corinthians 6:14
Work/career/school ¢ John 12:48

Time ¢ Ephesians 5:15-16 & Matthew 6:33

Commitment to church ¢ 1 Corinthians 12:12, Romans 12:5, Hebrews 10:24-25
Finances ¢ 2 Corinthians 9:6-11

Evangelism ¢ John 15:8, Matthew 28:18-20

Persecution ¢ 2 Timothy 3:12

Others?
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9 1 Thessalonians 1:10 ¢ Jesus died to spare us from the coming wrath. Urgency is the
key. Not just for you, but all those you love.
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 Matthew 19:27-30 & 16:26 C Is it worth it?

Assignment: 2 NA UGS R2gy (GKS LINRP&a g O2ya 2F [/ KNRAGALF YA
love?



NOTES:

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
(Colossians 2:13)



NOTES:
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